
Making math fun PREVIEW
Math skills can often be difficult for our littlest learners to grasp.  If our kids move ahead without a strong foundation built upon 
the basic fundamentals of math, they automatically become at risk for future learning difficulties and setbacks.  To help prevent our 

kids from experiencing a lack of understanding, we need to be sure to give our students direct, explicit instruction in  all of our grade 
level math concepts and skills while providing them with opportunities to experience those skills in a small group, guided practice 

setting as well as independently and with a partner.  We need to ensure that we our giving our students as many hands-on 
experiences with these math skills and concepts as possible!  

Math doesn’t have to be boring.  It’s really so much fun!  Math is hands-on and interactive.  We need to provide our students with  
hands-on experiences to deepen their understanding and give them lasting and meaningful connections.  Just think about it this 

way…we often have students return to see us after they leave our classrooms and we hear them say things like, “Remember when we did 
this activity?” or “I really loved it when we played this game!”, but you very rarely, if ever, have students return and say “remember that 
really cool worksheet we did?!”  While I know pencil/paper activities have their place in the classroom, I also know that my students 
will learn more when they get their hands “dirty”.  I know they’ll be able to recall information faster and apply it easier when they’ve 

had hands-on experiences with the content.

The activities and games included in this resource were designed to fit any existing math curriculum and can be used as a supplement to 
the resources you already have on hand.  Not only will these games and activities give your students opportunities for repeated, spiral 

practice in these fundamental skills, but they are also designed to provide our reluctant learners with intervention and our high 
flyers with enrichment.  The activities and games included are easy to differentiate and many suggestions are offered as to how to do 

so in your classroom.  

HAVE FUN AND ENJOY!



Skill check
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less
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Pictorial Models

numbers 0-20



Determining one more/less



Concrete & pictorial models


